
Dear Gales Ferry/Juliet Long Parents and Families, 
 
This message contains information regarding: 

● Arrival and Dismissal Times and Procedures. 
● Food Services Menu and Ordering 
● Transportation Forms and the First Day. 

 
As you know, we have modified our school procedures in alignment with state and local 
guidelines.  Our arrival and dismissal procedures are outlined below.  Recognizing that this is a 
change in how things have been done for many years, we anticipate this being something that 
we work through new learning and some confusion.  
 
We also recognize that our procedures and policies run counter to the desire to create a 
welcoming and warm school environment.  These practices are in place to make sure we can 
provide a safe environment limiting the risk of any contamination from inside or out.  
 
Gales Ferry Juliet Long Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

● Note:  8:30 is a change in the drop off time.  Students will not be allowed in the 
building before 8:30. 

● The procedures were developed to align to the state of Connecticut Return to 
School guidelines minimizing the cross-cohorting and increasing the likelihood of 
single flow traffic patterns.  

● Visitors are not permitted into the GFS/JWL.  
○ Parents and Families are not allowed to walk their children to their 

classroom.  We will have ample staff on hand to help with your child(ren)’s 
transition into school. 

● We ask all of our parents and families to be patient with the changes we are 
instituting to keep our students, our staff, and our school safe.  

 
Gales Ferry/Juliet Long Arrival 
8:30 - Doors open - Buses Unload and Parent Drop Offs simultaneously. 
Note:  8:30 is a change in the drop off time.  Students will not be allowed in the building 
before 8:30.  

● Buses 
○ Bus unload front to back (younger to older students) 
○ Students enter through the Main Entrance of both buildings and report directly to 

their classroom. 
● Parent/Guardian Drop Off 

○ Parents/Guardians dropping off enter through RT. 214 entrance and line up 
through GFS/JWL Parking Lot by Crandall Field at Stop Sign by the Bus Lane.  

○ At 8:30, students will begin unloading Gales Ferry students at GFS Crosswalk 
progressing on to JWL Crosswalk to unload Juliet Long students.  

○ Parents/Guardians exit onto RT. 12 through Old Quarry Road.  



○ Students enter through the Main Entrance of both buildings and report directly to 
their classroom.  

 
Gales Ferry/Juliet Long Dismissal 
3:05 Bus Dismissal 

● 3:05 Juliet Long Students will begin Bus Dismissal by Grade  
○ This allows for back to front bus loading. 
○ Teachers will walk students out to buses. 
○ Juliet Long Pick up Students will be dismissed to JWL Cafeteria/Gym as teachers 

walk students out to buses.  
■ Ok Kids students will be dismissed at this time as well.  

● 3:10 Gales Ferry Students will begin Bus Dismissal by Grade 
○ This allows for back to front bus loading. 
○ Teachers will walk students out to buses. 

■ Gales Ferry School Pick Up Students will be dismissed to the GFS Gym 
as teachers walk students out to buses. 

3:15 Parent/Guardian Pick Up 
● Parents/guardians picking up will enter through Rt. 214 entrance and queue up at 

GFS/JWL Parking Lot at Stop Sign by the Bus Lane.  
● All parents/guardians are asked to wait in their cars. 
● As soon as all buses are loaded and released, cars will pull through the parking lot to the 

front driveway. 
● Staff members with walkie-talkies will radio students. 
● Students will be dismissed from GFS Gym and JWL Cafeteria/Gym. 
● Parents/guardians picking up will be asked to provide identification for verification. 

 
If you need to pick up your child before these dismissal times, we ask that you pick up your child 
before 2:55 to ensure that we can execute our dismissal procedures safely and efficiently.  If 
you plan to pick up your child please call the Office no later than 2:00 that day.  We understand 
that emergencies do occur and we will work with you.  
 
Food Service and Transportation 
A number of families reached out to let us know, they could not print out the School Lunch 
Menus and Order Forms.  Along with the Transportation Form Drop Boxes in front of our school, 
we have included copies of the Menus and Order Forms for you to pick up so you can have 
these in advance.  Copies of these forms and return boxes can be found in front of the Gales 
Ferry School’s main entrance.  We have attached the forms to this message as well. 
Important:  If we don’t have your Transportation Form by the first day of school for your 
child’s cohort, your child will be placed on the bus assigned in our student information 
system. 
 
Thank you, 
Mark Westkott 


